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HOW [T STADTED

LoNg A0 | RAN INTO & fUNNY FONT cAuED Punk maDE BY Don Knurh.

kT 15 & MeTaFoNT, AND THEREPORE |5 A BITMAP FONT,

NowaDAYS ... WHO UBES BITMAF BONTS.

| oNcE MADE AN OUTLINE VARIANT USING GLYFH CONTAINEDS IN #DeIRX, BUT THAT'S
NOT WORKABLE.

Wren MeLIs sHOWED UP | DECIDED TO QIVE IT ANOTHER TRY USING VIRTUAL FONTS,

Taco convertep THE MeTaFont sie o somethiNg MoRe MeralesT.
| WROTE A VIRTUAL FONT BULDER ... AND HERE WE ARE.




Hiow IT WORKS
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Te MeraPost FILE IS PROCESSED USING THE MFPLAIN FODMAT.

We GENERATE SOME TEN RANDOM INSTANCES OF THIS PONT,

THE #IcTURES ARE CONVERTED TO PDF AND STORED In THE Mkl £ONT cAcHE.

AT RUNTIME A FONT 15 ASSEMBLED FROM THESE PICTURES.

s A bONUS wE ADD MBSING QLYPHS (cOMPOSED CHARACTERS LIKE I AND O.

We Use AN ATTRIBUTE TO SIGNAL THAT SOME TEXT HAS TO BE PUNKED.

ONE of THE NODE PARSERS PIcKS UP THIS SIGNAL AND RANDOMLY CHOCBES A fONT.
THe SHAPES END UP IN THE STREAM AS INUINE pDF GODE AS RESULT OF THE VIRTUAL
fFONT,




WHAT WE OBSERVE

VIRTUAL FONTS HAVE GREAT POTENTWAL,

BUT THIS WAY THE RESULTING FILE IS RATHED Ble.

(sie xpomMS SAVES BYTES BUT 1S DEAD SLOW.

The Tyred oprions ob LUATEK AR DaTHER MINWMAL (ReAD: ABSENT).
We NEED A #ROPER PDP TEXT STREAM THAT ALSO CAN bf SEARCHED.




WHAT HAPPENS NEXT

THE PONT NEEDS SOME SUBTLE FINETUNING.

THE PONT NEEDS MODE CHARAGTERS, SYMBOLS AND MATH.

So AT some FoiT Tuic Nova MaY spow ue.

Trie MetalosT LibraRy NEEDS To BE MADE SUITABLE POR MAKING FONTS (KERNING
AND SUCH).

[uaTEX #as 70 BE ExTeNDED Wit PROPER AuToMaTic TyPe3 HawpLve HarTmr 15

ALREADY WORKING oN IT).

At souMe TIME IV ThE SUTURE TACO WILL LoOK INTO CHARSTRING GENERATION.
This kD oF TRIckERY wilL. b€ PResenT W THE ConTglT McV kernee
EVENTUALLY WE CAN APPLY THIS MECHANISM TO HANDWRITTEN (SCRIPT) FONTS.




THE DETAILS

x  THE PONT ITSELP: FUNKEONT P
% THE CoDE: MPUNK.TEX.




